
Draft Minutes of a Meeting of the  

 

HURLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Held at Knowl Hill Village Hall on Thursday 19th March 2009 at 7.30pm. 

 

PRESENT: Cllr John Addiscott (Chairman),  

Cllrs: Mrs Sandra Baker, David Burfitt, Steve Harrington, David Jarvis,  

Mrs Kim McLaren, Tom Pratt, Chris Westacott. 

 

ALSO PRESENT: 2 members of public, Cllr Maureen Hunt (RBWM) and  

Mrs Janet Wheeler (Clerk) 

 

OPEN FORUM: Borough Cllr Maureen Hunt raised a point regarding agenda item (043/09) and said that there had been no 

consultation with the residents over the request for a sign on the A4 to discourage HGV’s from parking overnight. The 

Chairman said that the sign had been a long-standing request from one of the residents. Mr White then spoke about Pln Appn 

09/00336 and 09/00337. He said that the current garages had been built in 1955 and were an eye-sore. He hoped to replace them 

with a style more in keeping with the Manor House. All the neighbours had been consulted and the Chairman revealed that a 

letter of objection had been received by the Parish Council. Mr White requested that the letter was read out and he responded to 

every point made in the letter. Mr White stated that the plan would be a “like for like” and the only difference was the increased 

height. He did, however, agree that the footprint on the proposed garage was bigger.  The Chairman then closed the Open 

Forum. 

 

031/09 APOLOGIES:  Received from Cllrs Geoff Hill and Harry Sparrow.  

 

032/09 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr John Addiscott declared a prejudicial interest in Pln Appn 09/00314 and left 

the room for this part of the meeting. The other Councillors all declared a personal interest in this application from a fellow 

Councillor.  

 

033/09  PLANNING APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED AND DISCUSSED: 

Cheques for authorisation dated   24.1.08     

 

Planning Ref: Current Planning Applications 

09/00296 

 

(19/02/09) Listed Building Consent to repair and insulate the roof and gable of north range including raising roof line by 85mm 

to accommodate the insulation, renewal of the building rainwater goods and minor internal works. 

CHURCH HOUSE, High Street, Hurley. 

Mrs C. Stanford 

NO OBJECTION – Proposed by Cllr Burfitt, seconded by Cllr Jarvis. 

VOTE: IN FAVOUR = UNANIMOUS 

09/00314 

 

(23/02/09) 

 Modification of planning obligation dated 6th May 1992 in relation to planning permission 424964 (91/00454) 

(Change of use of barn to granny annexe) to allow barn to be leased separately from main dwelling house. 

CHANNERS, High Street Hurley. 

John and Janice Addiscott 

 

NO OBJECTION – subject to 106 agreement and adequate parking. Proposed by Cllr Burfitt, seconded by Cllr Harrington.  

VOTE: IN FAVOUR = UNANIMOUS  

09/00336 

 

(23/02/09) New outbuilding following demolition of existing. 

EAST WING, Hurley Manor, High Street, Hurley. 

Mr Stefan Edwin White. 

 

OBJECTION – Proposed by Cllr Burfitt, seconded by Cllr Jarvis. Contrary to Policies GB2 and GB4 – a material increase in 

scale and size in the Green Belt. 

VOTE: IN FAVOUR = 4, AGAINST = 3, ABSTENTION = 1 

An earlier motion of “No Objection” by Cllr Baker had no seconder. 

09/00337 

 

(23/02/09) 

 

 Conservation Area Consent. Consent to demolish an unlisted outbuilding in a Conservation Area. 

EAST WING, Hurley Manor, High Street, Hurley. 

Mr Stefan Edwin White. 

 

NO OBJECTION – Proposed by Cllr Burfitt, seconded by Cllr Jarvis. 

VOTE: IN FAVOUR = 9, ABSTENTION = 1 

09/00411 

 

(03/03/09) Alterations and extension to existing rear facing dormers. 

WOODPECKERS, Knowl Hill Common, Knowl Hill. 

Mr and Mrs C. Fowles. 

 

NO OBJECTION – Proposed by Cllr Harrington, seconded by Cllr Burfitt. 

VOTE: IN FAVOUR = 7, ABSTENTION = 1 

Planning 

Ref: Current Planning Applications 

09/00443 

 

(09/03/09) Change of use of existing building and construction of extensions to form a terrace of 2 x two bedroom and 3 x three 

bedroom cottages, conversion of existing building to form garage block, erection of 5 x two bedroom and 3 x three bedroom 

terraced cottages following demolition of remaining buildings, plus surface car parking permitted by application 05/01547 

without complying with Condition 12 of that permission (subsequently amended by 09/00086) relating to additional doors and 

windows. 

TOP FARM, Honey Lane, Hurley. 

Mr Nathan Craker – Shanly Homes Ltd 

 

NO OBJECTION – Proposed by Cllr Burfitt, seconded by Cllr Baker. 

VOTE: IN FAVOUR = UNANIMOUS 

Planning Ref: Current Tree Applications 

09/00441 

 

(06/03/09) Works to Trees in Conservation Area. Notification to crown reduce by 2m one Yew Tree. 

KALEE COTTAGE, Coronation Road, Littlewick Green. 

Mr Bates 

 

DEFER TO TREE OFFICER 

09/00499 

 

(12/00499) Works to Trees in Conservation Area. Consent to reduce two Ash trees by 10% and one Walnut by 15%. 

CHAPTER HOUSE, High Street, Hurley. 

 

DEFER TO TREE OFFICER 

Planning Ref: Minor Amendment Applications  

08/0153 FOR INFORMATION ONLY 

Proposed increase in width of the dormers and use of oak windows are acceptable to the Local Planning Authority and approved 

as minor amendments. 

THE MEERINGS, Lutmans Haven, Knowl Hill. 

Mr Roger Frost. 

 

08/02368 FOR INFORMATION ONLY 

Construction of new dwelling. 

PENDLE, Green Lane, Bath Road, Littlewick Green. 

Mr G. Williams and Dr K. Hope 

 

Minor amendments that could be agreed:  

1.Replacement of the utility room porch with a bay window of the same dimensions;  

2.Alterations to the Bedroom 2 window; the omission of the windows on the east elevation (described as west on the drawing)  

3. Insertion of roof lights in the rear roof slope. 

 

Inclusion of balcony railings over the front entrance porch to form a balcony in front of Bedroom 2 would not be allowed 

without a new planning application. No decision is required from the Parish Council. 

 

There were no Certificates of Lawfulness or Appeals. Decisions distributed with the agendas.  

 

NEW WALL AT TEMPLE COURT, HURLEY: Some of the Councillors had received complaints about the white marble 

wall and pillars at the entrance to this property. No planning permission was needed but it was the view of some 

Councillors that the wall and pillars were out of keeping in the Conservation Area. Cllr Burfitt felt that it was worth 

querying the need for Conservation Area Consent. This was seconded by Cllr Jarvis. 

 

CONSULTATION: There are two consultations linked with the Local Development Framework that need to be answered.  

1. Core Strategy and Delivery and Development Principles Development Plan. 

2. Options Consultation & Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment. 

Cllr Addiscott had already completed a reply form. The Clerk alerted the Councillors to the part of the Options Consultation 

(SHLAA) which gives the hectares of Green Belt in each parish that may be suitable for development. In Hurley the 

space is just 2.7727 hectares. The Clerk offered to get more copies of the LDF document to Councillors. Individual 

responses were due by 13th April to give the Clerk time to compile a reply from the Parish Council. The deadline for 

the response is 20th April 2009. 

 

034/09 CLERK’S REPORT:  

Hurley Play Area – The vehicular gates to Henley Road have been replaced, the other gate is awaiting repair. RBWM will take 

responsibility for all gates apart from the opening into the football pitch. Repairs would be made to the pedestrian gate 

to Henley Road and a dog grid would be put on the Shepherds Close entrance. With regard to the gate to the football 

pitch, one solution was a 50:50 split with Hurley Village Association in order to finance some gates in this opening. A 

letter was now drafted and ready to go the Association. This was proposed by Cllr Jarvis, seconded by Cllr Baker and 

AGREED unanimously. 

Knowl Hill War Memorial – Cllr Sandra Baker to liaise with Mr Aze, the wood carver. 

Honey Lane Traffic Calming –The Clerk would chase S. Brown for a reply. 

Nuisance in Ashley Hill Woods – The Clerk had made enquiries about clearway signs for designated areas – would chase 

Highways Dept. 

Appeal – Warreners Stable Block 07/03190 – Appeal in favour of owners but does not address the dangerous access. Email sent 

to Enforcement. Clerk to chase. 

Hurley Bus Service – An email had been received from Neil Beswick. He provided some figures for bus users but the 

information did not specify a breakdown of users on each stop. Cllr Addiscott called for a more in-depth review of the 

old and new timetables. Cllr Hunt said that there was no other detailed information but she had called a meeting of the 

residents with Borough Councillors in order to sort out the complaints. This was due to be held on 24th March at 

Hurley Village Hall. 

Grundons – All information on this has now been sent to NALC via BALC.  

Hurley Play Area maintenance – Holdford Landscapes has finished the work. The Chairman said that the play area could 

ideally do with more bark but he advised leaving it for the time being. A ROSPA inspection is booked for April.  

Parking on the A4 – On the agenda. 

Car park at Bainhurst Cottages, Littlewick Green –The shrubbery had been cut back but the pot holes remained.  

Derelict petrol station on A4 Bath Road - Site to be sold later this year. RBWM tree officer to look at oak for possible TPO. 

East Arms Gates – A legal notice has been served and the gates have been removed. 

Water flow down Honey Lane – email to be sent to RBWM querying the drainage. 

 

 

 

035/09 BOROUGH COUNCILLOR’S REPORT:  

Cllr Hunt went through the events of the last month. A serious fire at the Grundon plant had caused approx. four months of 

damage when part of the hydro had malfunctioned. In all, seven ambulances, 3 support police cars and 2 RBWM 

officers attended the blaze. The fire was brought under control, but some homes in Knowl Hill were left without water. 

Cllr Hunt said that some of the Knowl Hill residents are taking action against EA for the ongoing problems at the site.   

 

036/09  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

The Minutes of the meeting held on 19th February 2009 were circulated and approved with no amendments. It was proposed by 

Cllr Jarvis to accept and sign these Minutes as a true record. This was seconded by Cllr Burfitt.  

 

037/09  FINANCE:  
The revised Financial Report as at 17/03/2009 was presented to the Council along with Payments, Transfers and Bank 

Reconciliation Statements. On the proposal of Cllr Burfitt, seconded by Cllr Harrington it was AGREED to approve 

and sign this Financial Report, the cheques and bank transfer. 

 

038/09 PROPOSED MEETING DATES: 

The Clerk advised that the April meeting would now take place on Thursday 23rd April at Littlewick Green Village Hall. The 

main problem was in finding a venue for the May meeting. The Clerk had tried Hurley and Knowl Hill halls so far and 

would now try to book the hall at Burchetts Green School. 

 

039/09 BOROUGH COMMUNITY FLOOD PLAN: The Clerk had emailed this lengthy document to Cllrs and she also 

bought reduced scale copies for discussion to the meeting. Cllr Burfitt had been through the Flood Plan in detail and felt 

that this was a job for a smaller working group. It was AGREED that a working group of Cllrs Addiscott, Sparrow and 

Burfitt would look through the Community Flood Plan to see how it could be adapted to meet Hurley’s needs.  

 

040/09 PARISH PATHS INITIATIVE 2009/2010: The Councillors agreed that FP15, Hodgedale Lane could do with re-

surfacing work. Cllr Burfitt also thought that FP59 may need a similar re-surfacing work done. It was AGREED to join 

the Parish Paths Initiative and ask for the work to be prioritised on these two FP’s. 

 

041/09 DONATION REQUEST FROM COUNTY BLIND SOCIETY: The Parish Council AGREED not to support this 

request for a donation from Council funds. 

 

042/09 PARKING ARRANGEMENTS FOR HURLEY HIGH STREET: An email had been received from Neil Walter and 

it seems that no further work had been done since November. The Parish Council wished to record that it was very 

disappointed no action had been done on this during the winter months. The summer was fast approaching and any 

Consultation exercise would be too late for restrictions to be put in place for this summer. The Clerk would express this 

in a letter to Mr Walter. 

 

043/09 NO OVERNIGHT PARKING SIGNS FOR £150: Stephen Brown had sent an email to the Clerk stating that the 

budget was used up for this financial year but if the parish would contribute £150 to the sign, RBWM would cover any 

costs exceeding this amount. The Councillors wanted to know whether the £150 was for one sign only. They also 

wanted guidance on how many signs would make an effective warning to HGV drivers. The Clerk was asked to make 

enquiries. 

 

044/09 ADOPTION OF THE PARISH CHARTER: The Clerk had emailed copies of the Charter to all Councillors. There 

was no possibility of changing the wording. This was a clear invitation to sign up to the Charter as it stands. It was 

AGREED that the Councillors would read through the Charter at home and make a decision at the next meeting.  

 

045/09 PARISH BOUNDARY WALK FOR 2010: Cllrs Maureen Hunt and Kim McLaren had left the meeting at this point. 

The walk would take place as close to the boundaries of the parish as possible. The event had been run in 1994 and 

2000 and the walkers took most of the day to complete the boundary walk. Cllr Burfitt ran through the sequence of 

events on the last occasion. The walkers met at the Priory Room for coffee before setting off to the river walking 

towards Temple. Close to Burchetts Green Agricultural College, the home of Clifford Joseph hosted more coffee. The 

boundary was followed to The Crown; Boundary Elms; Little China and The Cricketers in Littlewick Green for lunch. 

The walkers resumed the route by going through a private garage; across fields on Cllr Westacott’s farm; Castle Royale 

Golf Club; Star Lane; Crazies Hill; Bowsey Hill; Cockpole Green; Rose Hill to Cullen and the river. The Priory was 

then the venue for tea. The route was approx. 20 miles. It was AGREED that the Parish Council should take an interest 

in helping organise this event. 

 

046/09 LATE CORRESPONDENCE & NEWS: There was nothing of note but Cllr Westacott queried why he was not asked 

to attend the Rural Forum as he had been voted on to this Committee. The Clerk would make enquiries. Cllr Harrington 

reminded Councillors of the pending Appeal Hearing on the Apple Hill Nursing Home on 31 March and agreed to put 

forward the Council’s objections at the Hearing. Cllr Burfitt thanked the Chairman for organising an excellent dinner. 

The Clerk was asked to write a letter of thanks to The Olde Bell. Cllr Jarvis was officially given permission to 

reproduce text from the Five Villages Book although Cllr Burfitt cautioned that some of the photos may have copyright 

issues. 

 

047/09 FUTURE MEETINGS:  
Hurley Parish Council  23rd April 2009  Littlewick Green Village Hall 

Annual Parish Meeting 21st May 2009   Burchetts Green School 

 

The meeting closed at 10.00pm. 
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