
Draft Minutes of a Meeting of the  

 

HURLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Held at Thomas Gilchrist Village Hall, Littlewick Green on Thursday 23rd April 2009 at 7.30pm. 

 

PRESENT: Cllr John Addiscott (Chairman), Cllr Harry Sparrow (Vice Chairman) 

Cllrs: David Burfitt, Steve Harrington, David Jarvis, Tom Pratt. 

 

ALSO PRESENT: 3 members of public, Cllr Maureen Hunt (RBWM) and  

Mrs Janet Wheeler (Clerk) 

 

OPEN FORUM: Mr John Gray outlined the various problems with the Hurley bus as being: 

1) The difficulties in making connections with services to other towns 

2) The short time between one service arriving in Maidenhead and the next leaving – allowing too little time for shopping etc 

3) The size of the bus on the route has now been reduced 

4) Potential difficulties in disabled access (the Chairman asked whether any wheel chair passengers used the service, but Mr 

Gray did not know). 

Cllr Jarvis also raised the question of OAP concession travellers not being recorded. 

At the meeting in Hurley, organised by Cllr Hunt, Neil Beswick from RBWM said that the reason the small bus was 

used was because of the damage done to the side of the bus travelling down Honey Lane. Mr Gray did not believe that any 

damage was due to using Honey Lane. Mr Gray also asked why the usage survey from RBWM did not record numbers 

travelling on a Friday – one of the busiest days. 

The Chairman asked Mr Gray what the residents of Hurley and fellow passengers would want the Parish Council to do. He 

added that the Parish Council was willing to support the passengers in their complaints. 

Cllr Hunt sought to answer the questions raised The timetable issues were difficult to solve because RBWM had no jurisdiction 

over buses with routes into other Council areas. The 239 route was also linked with other bus services and it could not be looked 

at in isolation. She advised that the service from Hurley to Henley was funded by South Oxfordshire Council. OAP concession 

travellers were recorded by the driver although no tickets were issued; this was essential as Courtney Coaches are paid by the 

number of passengers carried. It was also noted that the timetables need to be posted at each bus stop and that the bus stop at the 

Village Green in Hurley needs to be sign-posted. It was noted that RBWM may be reluctant to alter the terms of the contract 

with Courtney Coaches. 

It was AGREED that the Clerk would write a letter of supporting pointing out all the shortfalls in the Hurley service. Cllr Hunt 

was continuing to work both with Neil Beswick and directly with Courtney Coaches to improve the timings. John Gray 

concluded by thanking Cllr Hunt and the Parish Council for all their hard work on the buses. Mrs Katie Gear then spoke in 

support of Pln Appn 09/00683. She was representing Hurley Riverside Park and went through the business reasons why they 

needed to build an extension. 

 

048/09 APOLOGIES:  Received from Cllrs Geoff Hill, Mrs Sandra Baker and Mrs Kim McLaren. 

 

049/09 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr Burfitt declared a prejudicial interest in Pln Appn 09/00683. Cllr Jarvis 

declared a personal interest in Pln Appn 09/00425 and Cllr Harrington declared a personal interest in Pln Appn 09/00623. 

 

050/09  PLANNING APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED AND DISCUSSED: 
 

Planning 

Ref: Current Planning Applications 

09/00683 

 

(06/04/09) 

 Single storey side extension to existing office building. 

HURLEY RIVERSIDE PARK, High Street, Hurley. 

Mr Richard Burfitt 

NO OBJECTION subject to Flood Plain considerations 

Proposed by Cllr Jarvis, seconded by Cllr Sparrow 

VOTE: IN FAV0UR =UNANIMOUS 

 

09/00425 

 

(10/03/09) 

  Two storey rear extension 

KALEE COTTAGE, Coronation Road, Littlewick Green. 

Mr Adriad Bates 

NO OBJECTION – Proposed by Cllr Burfitt, seconded by Cllr Harrington. 

VOTE: IN FAVOUR = 5, ABSTENTION = 1 

 

09/00548 

 

(20/03/09) Erection of a replacement domestic wind turbine. 

QUELM PARK, Honey Lane, Hurley. 

Mr M Shanly 

OBJECTION – Contrary to Policy GB2 – dis-proportionate additional height in the Green Belt. Proposed by Cllr Burfitt, 

seconded by Cllr Jarvis. 

VOTE: IN FAVOUR = 3, AGAINST = 3 – the Chairman used his casting vote in favour of OBJECTION. 

An earlier proposition of No Objection was defeated with the Chairman’s casting vote. 

 

09/00453 

 

(16/03/09) 

 

 Part two storey, part single storey rear extension. 

4 SHEPHERD’S CLOSE, Hurley. 

Mrs Tessa Drew – amendments to come from Case Officer. 

NO OBJECTION – Proposed by Cllr Burfitt, seconded by Cllr Harrington. 

VOTE: IN FAVOUR = UNANIMOUS 

 

09/00655 

 

(09/04/09) Replacement detached double garage with first floor store room over. 

MALT HOUSE COTTAGE, High Street, Hurley. 

Mrs Patricia Graham 

OBJECTION – Contrary to GB4 – obtrusive and not a ‘1 for 1’, increased footprint. Proposed by Cllr Burfitt, seconded by Cllr 

Jarvis. 

VOTE: IN FAVOUR = 3, AGAINST = 3 –the Chairman used his casting vote in favour of OBJECTION. 

An earlier proposition of Objection due to GB4 and F1 issues – was defeated 2 votes in favour, 3 against. 

 

09/00667 

 

(03/04/09) FOR INFORMATION ONLY.  

Certificate of Lawfulness to determine whether the proposed single storey front cloakroom extension is lawful.  

TUDOR LODGE, Burchetts Green Lane, Burchetts Green. 

Mr Tony Marshall. 

09/00695 

 

(07/04/09) FOR INFORMATION ONLY. 

Certificate of Lawfulness to determine whether the proposed garage outbuilding is lawful.  

LOT FARM, Lutmans Haven, Knowl Hill. 

Mr Jonathan Connell 

Planning Ref: Works to Trees in the Conservation Area 

09/00623 

 

(31/03/09) Notification to fell an Apple Tree, crown life and reduce a Pine and crown reduce and prune a Plum and a Bay.  

THE GREYHOUND, Burchetts Green Road, Burchetts Green. 

Mr Paul Louden 

NO OBJECTION – Proposed by Cllr Harrington. seconded by Cllr Jarvis. 

Planning Ref: Late Planning applications 

09/00712 Two storey side and rear extension amendment to approved application 04/00740. 

MOONIK, Coronation Road, Littlewick Green 

Mr Roger Mustoe 

NO OBJECTION – Proposed by Cllr Jarvis, seconded by Cllr Sparrow 

 Planning applications 09/0730 and 09/00747 will be deferred to the May meeting. 

9/00710 Works to trees in Conservation Area. Notification to fell one Weeping Willow. 

MERLINS, High Street, Hurley. 

Mr Bhop Kang 

DEFER TO TREE OFFICER 

 

There were no new Appeals. The Chairman read through the Decisions distributed with the agendas.  

 

UP-DATE ON ABORTED PUBLIC ENQUIRY RE: APPLE HILL NURSING HOME: The Chairman briefed the 

Council on the public enquiry held at the end of March. It was very informal and the planning inspector seemed surprised at the 

number of people present. Some 40-50 people were crowded into a room that was much too small. The hearing did not last very 

long as it was suspended due to a consultant’s report that had only been received at the last minute. The Inspector announced 

that the hearing would be up-graded to a Public Enquiry on a later date. There was a new deadline for concerned neighbours to 

submit their concerns. Comments were due to be received by the Planning Inspectorate by 15th May 2009. The Council then 

discussed how best to circulate this news. It was AGREED to use the Parish Council noticeboards and possibly a letter or talk  

with the Advertiser to secure some publicity. The Clerk was also asked to write to the Planning Inspectorate for a copy of their 

free booklet. 

 Mr Rosemary Burfitt had written to the Parish Council regarding a leaflet that was distributed to Hurley residents. It was 

virtually anonymous and contained a request for money with no indication as to what status this fund would have. She 

urged the Parish Council not to support this campaign with public money. The Council AGREED that this would be an 

inappropriate use of Council monies. 

 

051/09 CLERK’S REPORT:  

Hurley Play Area – A letter had been sent to the Hurley Residents Association who wanted some idea of cost. It was decided 

that a dog grid could be used in the opening on to the football pitch rather than installing gates. The Clerk was asked to 

contact RBWM to find an example of a dog grid elsewhere in the Borough. 

Knowl Hill War Memorial – The carving was almost finished. 

Honey Lane Traffic Calming –There was no reply to our letters to Stephen Brown. It was commented that the road signs were 

covered in bushes and there seemed to be more cars in the old Honey Lane.  

Nuisance in Ashley Hill Woods – Stephen Brown had replied to say that Clearway signs could only be used in towns. He had 

asked for an up-date of the problem. Cllr Hunt had spoken to Highways and the Police. 

Appeal – Warreners Stable Block 07/03190 – Appeal in favour of owners but does not address the dangerous access. Graham 

Brewster Highways Dept was due to reply to the Parish Council. 

Hurley Bus Service – The meeting had been held in Hurley with Neil Beswick. Cllr Hunt had followed this up with a string of 

communications with RBWM and Courtney Coaches. The length of the bus was now an issue along with the routes and 

the timings.  

Grundons – On the agenda for later in the evening.  

Hurley Play Area maintenance –A ROSPA inspection is booked for April.  

Parking on the A4 – On the agenda. 

Car park at Bainhurst Cottages, Littlewick Green – David Chandler is being chased to do the pot holes. 

Derelict petrol station on A4 Bath Road – No further news re: TPO. 

East Arms Gates – A legal notice has been served and the gates have been removed. 

Water flow down Honey Lane – email to be sent to RBWM querying the drainage. 

Rose Lane – RBWM officer erected a flimsy barrier using cones and tape. Needs something more substantial.  

Temple Court – a planning application is due at the end of April to regularise the new front pillars. The cladding of the original 

walls and rear pillars do not require planning permission. 

052/09 BOROUGH COUNCILLOR’S REPORT:  Cllr Hunt had circulated an email about the forth-coming changes to the 

public telephone boxes across the Borough. BT will be adapting the phone boxes to be cashless and cheaper to 

maintain. There are three public telephones in the Hurley parish – Hurley Post Office; A4 layby Jubilee Rd, Littlewick 

Green and the Church at Warren Row. Cllr Hunt had also been trying to regulate the potential noise allowed by the 

licence for the BCA Summer Ball which stated that entertainment could run until 2am. The lopped trees on the A4 were 

on private land and did not have TPO’s. However, due to the amount of wood lopped, the Forestry Commission were 

looking in to whether they would levy a fine. The Commission can also ask for new planting. There were signs up on 

the A4 connected with the Shire Horse Village which needed planning permission. Cllr Hunt then spoke about 

Grundons – this item has been covered under the agenda topic. 

 

053/09  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  The Minutes of the meeting held on 19th March 2009 were circulated and approved 

with two amendments. Cllr Burfitt said that on Page 1 (Open Forum), line 8, he asked for the resident’s letter to be read 

out rather than Mr White. On Page 6, item 045/09 line11, should read “Rose Hill to Culham” and not Cullen.  It was 

proposed by Cllr Burfitt to accept and sign these Minutes as a true record. This was seconded by Cllr Addiscott.  

 

054/09  FINANCE:  
The Financial Report as at 22/04/2009 was presented to the Council along with Payments, Transfers and Bank Reconciliation 

Statements. On the proposal of Cllr Burfitt, seconded by Cllr Harrington it was AGREED to approve and sign this 

Financial Report, the cheques and bank transfer. The Clerk also gave a revised Financial Report for the month of 

March. 

 The Clerk circulated an overview of the figures for the 08/09 financial year. These were unaudited figures but gave Councillors 

an idea of where the money was spent last year. The next task was to prepare a set of accounts for the audit.  

 

055/09 CHANGE OF DATE FOR MAY MEETING:  Cllr Jarvis felt that the change of date for this meeting had not been 

properly discussed at Council. He was unable to make the 23rd May and would have preferred the original date. The 

Chairman pointed out that the item had been on the agenda of the March meeting. 

 

056/09 UNRECORDED RIGHTS OF WAY REQUEST: RBWM had written to the Council regarding paths that are not 

currently recorded on either the Borough Council’s List of Streets or on the Definitive Map and Statement Public 

Rights of Way. The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 contains a provision that would extinguish all unrecorded 

public rights of way in the year 2026. Hurley PC were asked to consider any rights of way that may not be fully 

recorded. After much discussion, the Hurley Councillors did not come up with any additional rights of way to add to the 

list. The Councillors asked the Clerk to find out when the next Rural Forum would be. 

 

057/09 REPLY FROM NALC RE; GRUNDON: The Clerk had circulated some advice notes from NALC suggesting that the 

Council could try the public nuisance route to force some action. Until now, the Borough Cllrs had been told that the 

site was regulated by the EA and there was little action the Council was allowed to take. The Chairman said that he 

would like to see the public nuisance angle fully exploited and would like to see the Police or RBWM take some action. 

If the Parish Council was ignored by RBWM, they would press the local ombudsman for some answers. Cllr Hunt was 

keen to try the suggestions from NALC. 

 

058/09 RESPONSE TO LDF OPTIONS CONSULTATION AND SHLAA: Cllrs Burfitt and Addiscott had already 

completed their questionnaire. However, it was AGREED that the Hurley Parish Council should have some say in this 

questionnaire especially as most of the Hurley Councillors and residents had not received copies of this consulation. 

Cllr Burfitt had also not been approached by RBWM for building on his Green Belt land. Cllr Jarvis wanted to mention 

the valuable farm land in the Borough. It was AGREED that the Clerk would draft the original response and circulate it 

to Councillors for their comments. 

 

059/09 PARISH CHARTER: This item had been deferred from the last meeting to give Councillors a chance to read the 

Charter. The feeling was that there was nothing for the Parish Council in this Charter. After some discussion, the 

Council put the ownership to the vote. VOTE: IN FAVOUR = 0, AGAINST = 3, ABSTENTION = 3 – the Chairman 

had to draw on all his experience to use the casting vote to vote against the motion. 

 

060/09 NO OVERNIGHT PARKING SIGNS FOR £150: The Clerk had been asked to find out how many signs the £150 

payment would cover and also how many signs would be recommended by RBWM. Stephen Brown had responded to 

say that the £150 would cover one sign and RBWM had a policy installing as few signs as possible so one would be the 

recommendation. The Council felt that the parking had been better since the police had been monitoring the situation. 

Other Councillors felt that the sign would help the police with enforcement of the parking. There was a proposal to 

support the new sign. 

VOTE: IN FAVOUR = 0, AGAINST = 3, ABSTENTION = 3 – the Chairman used his casting vote to abstain from the voting. 

The motion was therefore defeated. 

 

061/09 NEW GATES FOR HURLEY PLAY AREA: This had been covered in the Clerk’s Report. A gate would no longer be 

sought but the inclusion of another dog grid would be considered. 

 

062/09 £40,000 TO SPEND ON THE PLAY AREAS: RBWM has received a £1.2m grant from the Department for Children, 

Schools and Familes (DCSF) to refurbish 22 play areas within the Borough by March 2011. This financial year the sum 

of £40,000 was available for Hurley Parish Council to improve either Shepherd’s Close or Choseley Road play areas by 

March 2010. The money could be split between the two but the Council felt that Choseley Road was most in need of 

improvement. Hurley was one of the parishes that came out as a priority in the needs audit of play equipment. It was 

AGREED that the Clerk would organise a meeting with RBWM as soon as possible in order to progress this 

opportunity. 

 

063/09 UP-DATE ON COMMUNITY FLOOD PLAN: Cllr David Burfitt had attended one of the drop-in sessions held at 

Tinkers Depot along with Cllr Addiscott and Cllr Sparrow. The Flood Plan for Hurley would rely on a cascade system 

of alert and notification regarding flood conditions. The Plan would divide the village into smaller, manageable areas. 

Road marshals would be appointed and the emergency relief centre would be at BCA. The Community Plan would 

contain lists such as elderly people who would need help; key sites and much more. The topic of sandbags was 

discussed along with the issue of insurance for members of the emergency team helping others.  

 There was a discussion as to what to do with the document once it was complete. Data protection rulings meant it could not go 

on the web site. Cllr Burfitt was told that in the event of a flood, Hurley would be one of those villages with a small 

population who would be last to receive any help. 

 

064/09  UP-DATE ON PARISH BOUNDARY WALK: Cllr Burfitt had attended a meeting to get this started. The date for the 

walk had been set for some time in September 2010.  

 

065/09 LATE CORRESPONDENCE:  There was no late correspondence. Cllr Burfitt gave an up-date of the Book Sales. Of 

the 214 books published, we had sold 105, leaving 109 in stock. This had raised approx. £2060 plus postage costs of 

£47. 

 

066/09 FUTURE MEETINGS:  
Annual Parish Meeting 21st May 2009   Burchetts Green School 

Parish Conference  21st May 2009   Maidenhead Town Hall 

Full Council Meeting  11th June 2009   Knowl Hill Village Hall 

 

The meeting closed at 11.20pm 
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